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SUBJ: DEATH OF US CITIZEN IN PRC (PPT UNAVAILABLE 
REF: PEKING 574 

1 . US CITIZEN, FRANK A. HOLMES DIED YESTERDAY (MARCH 4, 1978) 
MOARNING AT 0720 HRS OF A CEREBRAL STROKE AT THE TUNG 
FANG HOTEL IN CANTON. PEOPLE'S REPUBLIC OF CHINA. HOLMES 
HAD JUST COMPLETED A TWO- WEEK TOUR OF THE PRC IN A 
GROUP SPONSORED BY THE US-CHINA PEOPLE'S FRIENDSHIP 
ASSOCIATION. USLO HAS BEEN IN CONTACT WITH MR. DAVID 
GUNNELL, TOUR LEADER, WHO ADVISES THAT THE FINANCIAL 
ARRANGEMENTS ARE BEING HANDLED DIRECTLY BY THE USCPFA 
AND THE CHINESE. 

2. MR. HOLMES' STROKE OCCURRED AFTER ABOUT 90 MINUTES OF 
DIZZINESS AND NAUSEA WHILE US DOCTORS, ALSO MEMBERS OF THE 
TOUR GROUP, ATTEMPTED TO TREAT HIM. MR. HOLMES DIED 
INSTANTLY AND PAINLESSLY AT0720 HRS. THE 

TOUR GROUP LEADER, MR. DAVID GUNNELL, APPROVED AN AUTOPSY 
WHICH WAS CONDUCTED BY CHINESE PHYSICIANS AND 
CONFIRMED THE DIAGNOSIS OF THE US DOCTORS. THE CHINESE 
AUTOPSY REPORT SAID THAT, IN ADDITION TO THE STROKE 
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CAUSED BY A BLOOD CLOT IN THE "LATERAL CEREBRUM ", THE FOUND 
"HARDENING OF THE ARTERIES THROUGHOUT THE BODY”. 

3. MR. GUNNELL IMMEDIATELY NOTIFIED THE NATIONAL OFFICE OF 
THE US-CHINA PEOPLE’S FRIENDSHIP ASSN. WHICH PASSED NEWS OF THE 
DEATH TO MRS. ANNA HOLMES, WIFE OF THE DECEASED. MRS. HOLMES 
PHONED GUNNELL IN CANTON DIRECTING THAT THE REMAINS BE 
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CREMATED AND THE ASHES LEFT IN CHINA. SHE CONFIRMED THIS 
IN A FOLLOW-UP CABLE TO GUNNELL. 

4. THE CREMATION TOOK PLACE THIS MORNING (MARCH 5, 1978) AFTER 
AN IMPRESSIVE AND MOVING MEMORIAL SERVICE. THE SERVICE WAS 
WELL-ATTENDED BY "LEADING MEMBERS" OF THE CANTON CITY AND 
KWANGTUNG PROVINCE FOREIGN AFFAIRS DEPARTMENTS. A MOVING EULOGY 
WAS DELIVERED BY THE "LEADING MEMBER" OF THE CANTON BRANCH 

OF THE CHINA INTERNATIONAL TRAVEL SERVICE WHO SAID THAT 
MR. HOLMES WAS PARTICIPATING IN A TOUR WHICH 
HAD "GREAT MEANING IN THE FRIENDSHIP BETWEEN THE US AND 
CHINESE PEOPLES". AFTER THE EULOGY. 

THEY VIEWED THE REMAINS WHICH BORE 

LITTLE EVIDENCE OF THE EXTENSIVE AUTOPSY. THE REMAINS WERE 
THEN TRANSPORTED TO THE CREMATORIUM FOR CREMATION. 

5. MR. GUNNELL SAID THAT THE CHINESE TOOK GREAT CARE IN PREPARING 
A TRADITIONAL CHINESE MEMORIAL SERVICE EVEN GOING TO THE EXTENT 

OF HAVING MR. HOLMES' PASSPORT PHOTOGRAPH BLOWN UP TO POSTER SIZE AND 
WREATHING IN FLOWERS. THE CHINESE TRAVEL SERVICE ALSO 
HAD A PHOTOGRAPHER ON HAND WHO TOOK SEVERAL PHOTOS. GUNNELL 
SAID HE PLANS TO PERSONALLY DELIVER THE PHOTOS TO MRS. 

HOLMES IMMEDIATELY UPON HIS RETURN TO THE US. 

6. MR. GUNNEL BELIEVES THAT MRS. ANNA HOLMES MAY PREFER TO 
SPEAK TO A SPANISH-SPEAKING DEPARTMENT OFFICER, IF ONE IS 
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AVAILABLE, SHOULD SHE HAVE ANY QUESTIONS NOT ANSWERED 
IN REFTEL. HOLMES' TELEPHONE IS (213) 365-4503. 

WOODCOCK 
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